
A History of Warrien Reserve 
 
Warrien Reserve is one of Maroondah’s oldest and most significant reserves. 
 
Earliest records indicate that the area was originally the southern portion of John 
Thompson's cattle run "Warrandyte". Then after parishes were marked out, one John 
Ahern purchased 60 acres on part of which the reserve now stands - his title: 1879. 
 
In 1889 the land passed to William Lyons from Bridget Ahern - presumably John's 
widow. In 1910 Patrick Lyons took over from Margaret Lyons - William's widow? - but 
she continued to pay the rates on 60 acres and a house. Lyons name was crossed out in 
1913 and that of William Phillips substituted. Ern Brighton, orchardist took over in 1915. 
 
Thereafter the land was subdivided and it is unclear which of the new owners owned the 
reserve part. By 1923-24 however, all names had disappeared from the rate book. 
 
The next available records show that following a motion proposed by Crs McLaughlin and 
Batten at a meeting of the Shire of Lillydale on 24th October 1949, land for the Reserve 
was purchased from the Department of Crown Lands and Survey for 470 pounds, 11 
shillings and eight pence. The payment was subsequently authorised at the meeting of 
Council on 28th November 1949 on the motion of Crs Tribolet and Batten. At this time, 
the Shire minutes refer to the land as “Closer Settlement Land”. 
 
Closer Settlement Land was first created as Victoria recovered from the effects of the 
1890's depression and the demand for farming land increased. However, most land 
suitable for agriculture had already been selected or was part of large Pastoral Estates. 
The Victorian Government became concerned about the loss of farmers to other colonies 
and attempted to stem the flood of farmers from Victoria and increase the numbers of 
those working the land by acquiring large estates and breaking them into small farms. 
The Board of Land and Works initially had the statutory authority to acquire land and 
then make it available as farm allotments, agricultural labourers' allotments and 
workmen's home allotments under the terms of conditional purchase leases. Certain 
residence and improvements conditions applied, initially for the first six years, after 
which time lessees were at liberty to mortgage, transfer or sublet with consent and, on 
payment of the balance of the purchase money, to obtain a crown grant. Subsequently 
lessees were also eligible to apply for advances to assist them to erect dwellings and 
outbuildings and for other approved purposes. The Closer Settlement Board (previously 
known as the Lands Purchase and Management Board) had operational responsibility for 
the administration of closer settlement and subsequently soldier settlement from its 
establishment in 1905 until its dissolution in 1933 after which those lands were under 
the responsibility of the Department of Crown Lands & Survey from whom the Shire of 
Lillydale ultimately purchased the Warrien Reserve land in 19491.   
 
The precise role of the Warrien Reserve land in the Closer Settlement scheme is not 
known, however the time line suggests the land was acquired by the Crown for that 
purpose in about 1924 (hence the disappearance of all names from the Rate Book) and 
remained as such until it was purchased by the Shire of Lillydale in 1949. 
 
Not long after the land was purchased, one acre within Warrien Reserve was set aside by 
the Shire of Lillydale in 1951 as a memorial to William Hugh Everard MLA (1869-1950) 
(commonly known as “Breezy Bill”) and according to the Shire of Lillydale minutes was 
initially called Everard Memorial Park but is now known as the Everard Wildflower 
Sanctuary.  W.H Everard was the local member for Evelyn from 1917 until his death in 
1950 and was very widely respected throughout the district.  After his death, various 
roads and other landmarks were named after him; the wildflower reserve in Warrien 
                                         
1 www.wiki.prov.vic.gov.au/index.php/Closer_Settlement_and_Soldier_Settlement_Land_Records 
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Reserve was but one, however it appears to have specifically recognized his long 
standing interest in conservation and native plants.  
 
The Everard Wildflower Sanctuary first seems to have been under the separate 
supervision of the Native Plants Preservation Society of Victoria (N.P.P.S.) whose 
members came, initially at least once a year to maintain the fencing and remove exotic 
growth. Contact with the Society was maintained via Miss Winifred Waddell (1962), Mr 
Bleakley (1968 - 78) and Mrs Faithful (1973 -81).  
 
The first Committee of Management for Warrien Reserve was established in 1959 and its 
existence has been maintained to this day by dedicated local resident volunteers. The 
Committee of Managements role is to support the Maroondah Council in the 
management, maintenance and re-vegetation of this unique Reserve.   
 
The very first Committee set itself the goal of maintaining the Reserve's natural bush 
and the Everard Wildflower Sanctuary. It also mentioned the blackberries as a serious 
problem and foreshadowed filling in the dam and perhaps adapting part as a wading pool 
for children. The renowned gardener and resident of nearby Mooroolbark, Edna Walling 
was a supporter of the Reserve and spoke in support of the intention to maintain the 
bush and warned - as did others - that the bush was vulnerable and diminishing. 
Subsequently, the dam was filled in by contractors, at a cost of 19 pounds 10 shillings 
when Warrien Road was graded prior to sealing. 
 
The first letters outlining the Committee's purpose and intentions were distributed to 
local residents by December of 1960 and the first meeting under the auspices of the new 
Shire of Croydon was held in July 1961. 
 
An additional expenditure of 25 pounds allowed the grading and enlargement of the dam 
area in March 1962 and this became the present oval where the totem poles and shelter 
are now located. The first Committee's tenure expired at this time; Mr Macleod had 
become the secretary and three other original members' remained - Messrs Gray, Hall 
and Stewart. 
 
With the second Committee of Management in 1962, meetings which had previously 
been held at the home of the Chairman were now held in the Dorset Hall (which has 
since been destroyed by fire, but it was located on Maroondah Highway near what is now 
the Victoria House Motel).  Shortly afterwards the Committee engaged in discussion with 
the Council about the provision of twenty-five deciduous trees that were planted in the 
area between Warrien Road and the new oval. The trees were carefully chosen - nine 
different species - and no apparent conflict was seen between this decision and the 
earlier stated intention of the Committee concerning the bush. This is interesting 
because a committee member Mr Jack Macleod ran a ‘native plants’ nursery in Warrien 
Road and was among the earliest champions of indigenous plants. Coincidentally he 
resigned from the Committee soon afterwards because of ill health. 
 
The records show that the Reserve at this time included 9 building lots along the 
northern side of Zealandia Road; possibly these had been subdivided as part of the 
proposed Closer Settlement, however they were subsequently confirmed as part of the 
Reserve.  
 
In December 1966 another letter went out advertising the Committee’s existence and 
aims. By this time native trees were firmly on the agenda and horses, cars and motor 
cycles impacting on the Reserve were regarded as a problem requiring resolution. It was 
decided to fence cars and motor-cycles out but initially an attempt was made to 
accommodate the wishes of local equestrians. There was not complete agreement but 
riding tracks were designated for use in February 1969. The system did not work, too 
many riders strayed from the tracks and damage to the bush ensued; there was also the 



problem of weeds. In consequence and with support from NPPS a ban on horses was 
introduced in September 1973. 
 
In May 1969 the Committee began to look at the playground equipment installed earlier 
by the Council which was of the basic - galvanised iron - variety with swings and slide. 
With financial help from the Council, Committee working bees allowed the erection of 
new structures that were described as ‘bush’ and `adventure’. The increased use that 
the playground encouraged led to the installation of temporary toilets at the western end 
of the oval. These came from Barngeong Reserve in Mooroolbark and remained in use 
from 1970 until November 1974. A Federal Grant suddenly surfaced in 1973 and that 
allowed the construction of a brick and timber shelter and toilet near the play area. This 
caused a flurry of activity and four extra-ordinary meetings were called between June 
and August so that agreement on the design could be reached. 
 
From 1966 the Croydon Shire Council appointed Councillors as delegates on all 
Committees of management. This was seen generally as an advantage but the scheme 
came to an end in 1973. The Committee objected to the change and argued that we had 
enjoyed a direct link with Council through our Councillors - George Pile, Fred Geale and 
David Martin. In the event we were wrong. The change made no difference. To begin 
with Councillor Jim Dixon had been a Committee member for some time and we 
subsequently received similar support from Councillor Gordon Coutts. We had also 
established useful contacts with several Council officers - an advantage that has been 
maintained to this day. 
 
Councillor Geale the second delegate died in 1972. He was remembered as a particular 
friend of the Reserve and efforts were made to name the recreational area of the 
Reserve in his memory. This was not acceptable to Council despite the proposal being 
argued for some time. In 1977 the founding chairman Bill Hall died; since 1968 he had 
been the only member of the original Committee. It was finally agreed that memorial 
plaques to both men be placed in relevant positions within the reserve and this was 
carried out eventually in 1978. 
 
In November 1975 the Council acquired land in Bonnie View Road that was added to the 
Reserve and provided access at the North east corner. Since then more land has been 
added to provide a connection at the north end of the Reserve to Arkarra Court. 
 
The Croydon Historical Society proposed in 1981 that another plaque be placed in the 
reserve, this time to commemorate local aboriginal tribes and their corroborees. The 
Committee gave its support to the idea and agreed on its location but this was not to be. 
By July 1983 Council advised that funding was unavailable and that the application for a 
grant had been unsuccessful. 
 
In the 1980’s the Committee also finally became responsible for the Everard Wildflower 
Reserve and contact with the N.P.P.S ceased.  
 
By November 1986 another commemoration was under discussion. A letter was received 
via Council from Mr Howard B Everard. Writing on behalf of the Everard family he offered 
to pay for a suitable plaque to be erected in the sanctuary in memory of his father - the 
Hon W H Everard MLA. The Committee accepted the offer and advised the Council 
accordingly. In concern the Committee raised the matter again in May 1988 and in 
November 1989 but unfortunately contact with the Everard family was lost and nothing 
more happened.  The matter was resurrected during planning for the 50th anniversary in 
2009 and we were very lucky to be able to contact Mr H B Everard who also accepted 
our invitation to attend the 50th anniversary celebrations at Wyrena.  Although Mr H B 
Everard reconfirmed his 1986 offer to pay for a plaque, this time funding for the plaque 
was obtained through the generous support of Maroondah Council.  Mr Howard B Everard 
then offered to pay for a memorial seat to be placed in a suitable location in the Reserve, 



a proposal which the Committee accepted.  All seemed ‘ready to go’ and the Committee 
was very excited about these developments but fate yet again played its hand.   Mr 
Howard B Everard sent the Committee a cheque for the seat but unfortunately became ill 
suddenly and passed away only a few weeks later so we did not cash the cheque; 
subsequently Maroondah Council generously funded the cost of erecting the seat in 
memory of Howard B Everard and the Everard Family.  The seat was placed adjacent to 
the Wildflower Sanctuary and near the Green Corps Frog Habitat.  The Committee has 
since installed the original memorial plaque to W H Everard MLA in the Wildflower 
Reserve close to the memorial seat.  
 
Since the 1990’s various improvements to playground and BBQ equipment have been 
carried out by Council and a substantial new picnic shelter has been built using grant 
funding obtained from Maroondah Council. A range of other grants have been won and 
used to fund a range of work including re-fencing the sanctuary and undertaking clearing 
and re-vegetation within the Reserve. The re-vegetation work activity has continued on a 
significant scale for many years, with an average of somewhere between 500 and 1000 
plants per year being put back into the Reserve on top of other large scale works such as 
the Green Corps and L.E.A.P schemes (see below).  The re-vegetation has been 
particularly rewarding and has seen the involvement of youth groups, people with 
disabilities and scores of local supporters.  This work also led to the formation of the 
“Friends of Warrien Reserve”, a network of supporters throughout the wider community.  
 
In 1994 a major project was funded under the L.E.A.P. (Landcare and Environment 
Action Program) Scheme. Fourteen young people benefited greatly from their 
involvement in clearing, redefining and replanting a large part of the main drainage line. 
Over the years this area had become a weed infested eyesore.  Subsequently in 2006 a 
significant 6 months Green Corps project breathed more life into the Reserve and 
resulted in the creation of another new Frog Habitat and a range of other features 
including the new totem poles.  During the early to mid 2000’s, frogs became a 
particular theme at Warrien Reserve after the discovery of some rare species and that 
resulted in a frog being adopted as the new logo for the Reserve.  
 
Today, Warrien Reserve has excellent facilities for people of all ages which include ample 
off street parking, a well equipped children’s playground, a large undercover barbeque 
facility, numerous outdoor picnic tables and seats, a large open grassed area for ball 
games and toilet facilities.  Even though some of the surrounding bush corridors have 
been lost due to housing developments, the bush land areas of the Reserve remain 
intact and there remain areas of great significance and beauty, particularly the Everard 
Wildflower Reserve. In Spring in particular, Warrien Reserve is alive with life and 
wildflowers, but every season brings something special.  
 
People experiencing mobility challenges or the disabled are encouraged to visit the 
Reserve by the provision of a wheel chair accessible toilet, picnic tables, a sealed car 
park, and all weather paths throughout the Reserve. 
 
The Reserve also features a well signed 1km nature trail which is easily accessible for 
most users and has a gentle gradient.  Details of this nature walk can be downloaded 
from the web site www.warrien.org  
 
The Reserve is rated as biologically significant at Municipal level, with eleven regionally 
significant plants and 142 indigenous plants - many of these are not found elsewhere in 
the municipality; a full list of plants can also be found on the web site.  Warrien Reserve 
is also recognized as a “Land for Wildlife” area. 
 
Gang Gang Cockatoos frequent the area, Sugar Gliders are also present as well as the 
only occurrence in the municipality of the Victorian Smooth Froglet.   A list of birds and 
other inhabitants of the Reserve can also be found at www.warrien.org  
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Regular Bush Regeneration days and annual tree planting days are still organized by the 
Committee of Management.   Tree plantings are normally carried out in Autumn each 
year, weather permitting but plantings were certainly slowed and in some years stopped 
by the disastrous droughts leading up to 2009.   Bush Regeneration days operate 
throughout the year and dates for all Warrien events can also be found on the web site.  
 
Local residents and community members are always welcome to attend and invited to 
join the Friends of Warrien Reserve; contact details are also listed on the web site.  
 
 
 
 
Our special thanks to Roy and Gretta Fuller for many of the details in this history of Warrien Reserve.  
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